

SEA SCREENING REPORT  (COVER NOTE )

	PART 1

To:		SEA.gateway@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

		or
	
		SEA Gateway
		Scottish Executive
		Area 1 H (Bridge) 
		Victoria Quay
		Edinburgh EH6 6QQ

	PART 2

An SEA Screening Report is attached for the plan, programme or strategy (PPS) entitled:
	Tree Risk Management Policy 



The Responsible Authority is:
Falkirk Council 




	COMPLETE PART 3 or 4  or  5 

PART 3

Screening is required by the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005. Our view is that:
	
an SEA is required because the PPS falls under the scope of Section 5(3) of the Act and is likely to have significant environmental effects  or

an SEA is required because the PPS falls under the scope of Section 5(4) of the Act and is likely to have significant environmental effects     or


an SEA is not required because the PPS is unlikely to have significant environmental effects

PART 4

The PPS does not require an SEA under the Act.  However, we wish to carry out an SEA on a voluntary basis.  We accept that, because this SEA is voluntary, the statutory 28 day timescale for views from the Consultation Authorities cannot be guaranteed.

PART 5

None of the above apply.  We have prepared this screening report because:

………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………….
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	PART 6

Alexandra Lewis

Contact name         

Planning Officer

Job Title                  

Place Services
Falkirk Stadium 
4 Stadium Way 
Falkirk 
FK2 9EE

Contact address     
                               






01324 504738

Contact tel no


Contact emailAlexandra.lewis@falkirk.gov.uk





	PART 7


Signature Alexandra Lewis

(electronic
 signature
is acceptable)


Date







SEA SCREENING REPORT  - KEY FACTS

Falkirk Council	

Responsible Authority		

Title of PPS		Tree Risk Management Policy


The policy is intended to set out the Council’s approach to management of trees on council-owned land. It sets out the Council’s responsibilities as landowner to ensure the minimisation of risk to the public, whist ensuring that the tree resource is safeguarded and managed effectively.  

Purpose of PPS
			



What prompted the PPS Falkirk Council is responsible for the management of trees across various sites in the Council area.  Liability law (including the Occupiers Liability (Scotland) Act 1961 and Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 places duties of care on the Council to manage the risk from trees to ensure so far as reasonably practical the safety of its employees and the public.  

(e.g. a legislative, 
regulatory or
administrative 
provision)
		

Environmental and land management. 

Subject
(e.g. transport)		
From the date of approval (December 2024)

Period covered by PPS
			
The policy will be reviewed as and when necessary.

Frequency of updates		

Area covered by PPSThe guidance covers the entire administrative area of Falkirk Council.

(e.g. geographical area – it is 
good practice to attach a map)
	

The tree management policy will result in a consistent approach to applying the risk framework to all trees within the Council’s land, and ensure that a commitment to inspection as resources allow is clearly set out. The policy will clearly state the Council’s position with regard to managing Council trees in specific situations, such as where trees are causing a nuisance or where there is a tree related emergency. The policy will also ensure that trees are managed in a way that minimises environmental harm. 


Summary of nature/			
content of PPS				








Are there any proposed                  	 YES			  NO
PPS objectives ? 



Copy of objectives attached		 YES			  NO



Date					
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Table 1 below summarises the findings of the screening exercise undertaken by Falkirk Council in determining the likelihood of significant environment effects from 

TABLE 1 – LIKELY SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECTS ON THE ENVIRONMENT

	
TITLE OF PPS  Tree Management Policy


RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITYFalkirk Council



	
Criteria for determining the likely significance of effects on the environment 
(1(a), 1(b) etc. refer to paragraphs in Schedule 2 of the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005)

	
Likely to have significant environmental effects?

YES/NO
	
Summary of significant environmental effects
(negative and positive)


	1(a) the degree to which the PPS sets a framework for projects and other activities, either with regard to the location, nature, size and operating conditions or by allocating resources
	No
	The Tree Risk Management Policy will inform the Councils Ash Dieback Action Plan and commits the Council to further work relating to positive tree management including ongoing tree condition survey work. 

	1(b) the degree to which the PPS influences other PPS including those in a hierarchy
	No

	The Tree Risk Management Policy does not sit within a hierarchy of plans but will support other plans including the Open Space Strategy, Falkirk Local Development Plan 2, Falkirk Forestry and Woodland Strategy, and the area’s six urban woodland management plans.


	
Criteria for determining the likely significance of effects on the environment
(1(d) etc. refer to paragraphs in Schedule 2 of the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005)

	
Likely to have significant environmental effects?

YES/NO
	
Summary of significant environmental effects
(negative and positive)


	1(c) the relevance of the PPS for the integration of environmental considerations in particular with a view to promoting sustainable development.

	No

	The policy will help promote the principles of sustainable development through policy provisions such as the requirement for replacement tree planting and retaining dead wood and arisings in situ to promote biodiversity. 

	1(d) environmental problems relevant to the PPS

	No

	A lack of positive tree management can not only present a risk to the health and safety of the population, it can result in the decline of biodiversity within the tree and woodland asset. 

	1(e) the relevance of the PPS for the implementation of Community legislation on the environment (for example, PPS linked to waste management or water protection)
	No
	Public bodies have a duty under the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 to further the conservation of biodiversity. The Habitats Directive is relevant as European Protected Species (EPS) may be present in and around trees. The policy seeks to ensure that tree works do not cause environmental damage. 

	2 (a) the probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects
	No


	No such effects are discernible under this policy.  

	2 (b) the cumulative nature of the effects 
	No
	No such effects are discernible under this policy. 

	2 (c) transboundary nature of the effects (i.e. environmental effects on other EU Member States)
	No

	The policy will not have any significant transboundary environment effects. The guidance only considers the Falkirk Council area.

	2 (d) the risks to human health or the environment (for example, due to accidents)
	No
	A lack of positive tree management will result in risks to human health through tree failure.  



	
Criteria for determining the likely significance of effects on the environment
(2(e), 2(f) etc refer to paragraphs in Schedule 2 of the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005)

	
Likely to have significant environmental effects?

YES/NO
	
Summary of significant environmental effects
(negative and positive)


	2 (e) the magnitude and spatial extent of the effects (geographical area and size of the population likely to be affected)

	No
	No such effects are discernible under this Policy. 

	2 (f) the value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to-
(i) special natural characteristics or cultural heritage;
(ii) exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values; or
(iii) intensive land-use.

	No
	No such effects are discernible under this Policy. The Council areas contains numerous cultural heritage and environmental assets which will be safeguarded as part of this policy.  

	2 (g) the effects on areas or landscapes which have a recognised national, Community or international protection status

	No
	No such effects are discernible under this Policy. Positive management of trees will have an overall positive effect on the landscape. 
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Below is a summary of Falkirk Council’s consideration of the significant environment effects of ‘Biodiversity and Development - Supplementary Guidance SG07’. 

TABLE 2 – SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS

· The Tree Risk Management Policy does not sit within a hierarchy of plans but will support other plans including the Open Space Strategy, Falkirk Local Development Plan 2, Falkirk Forestry and Woodland Strategy, and the area’s six urban woodland management plans.

· The Policy will be largely procedural/operational, and will not pose tree works itself. It will serve as a tool to proactively manage tree risk, and ensure the Council fulfils its duties of care responsibilities to public and employees under liability law. 

· The Policy will seek to ensure remedial action for dangerous trees will be limited and proportionate to the level of risk. The overarching aim is to safeguard health and safety and protect to trees, wildlife and amenity from unnecessary or excessive tree works.

· Falkirk Council (along with each consultation authority) considers this Policy document will not have a significant effect on the environment, and does not require further assessment. 
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Table 3 - The UK Withdrawal from the European Union (Continuity) Scotland Act 2021

            
	
Falkirk Council is also required to take cognisance of The UK Withdrawal from the European Union (Continuity) Scotland Act 2021 ("the Continuity Act" establishes guiding principles on the environment which are derived from the equivalent principles provided for in Article 11 of Title Two and Article 191(2) of TFEU.

The guiding principles on the environment listed in section 13(1) of the Continuity Act are:
· The principle that protecting the environment should be integrated into the making of policies:
· The precautionary principle as it relates to the environment:
· The principle that preventative action should be taken to avert environmental damage:
· The principle that environmental damage should as a priority be rectified at source; and
· The principle that the polluter should pay. 
· 
It is considered that the Policy takes these guiding principles into account as the policy is intended to positively manage trees on Council-owned land, and to ensure that the environment is not only safeguarded but enhanced through provisions in the policy to replace felled trees where possible, and to ensure that biodiversity is enhanced and protected through positive tree management. 



The UK Withdrawal from the European Union (Continuity) Scotland Act 2021
Falkirk Council is also required to take cognisance of The UK Withdrawal from the European Union (Continuity) Scotland Act 2021 ("the Continuity Act" establishes guiding principles on the environment which are derived from the equivalent principles provided for in Article 11 of Title Two and Article 191(2) of TFEU.
The guiding principles on the environment listed in section 13(1) of the Continuity Act are:
· The principle that protecting the environment should be integrated into the making of policies:
· The precautionary principle as it relates to the environment:
· The principle that preventative action should be taken to avert environmental damage:
· The principle that environmental damage should as a priority be rectified at source; and
· The principle that the polluter should pay. 
It is considered that the Policy takes these guiding principles into account as the policy is intended to positively manage trees on Council-owned land, and to ensure that the environment is not only safeguarded but enhanced through provisions in the policy to replace felled trees where possible, and to ensure that biodiversity is enhanced and protected through positive tree management. 

